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A great of deal of investment has been made into water resources research. The impact
of results from numerical models in the development of robust climate-proofing poli-
cies to foster resilience has not received sufficient attention. River basin authorities
present a unique opportunity as test-beds where numerical model output can be stress
tested.

Two river basin authorities, specifically the Yellow River Basin Commission in China
and the Volta Basin Authority in West Africa are presented as case studies. Environ-
mental flow requirements are important to ecosystem in both river basins. Proposed
plans to improve the assessment of “adequate” flow requirements are evaluated and
the willingness to incorporate the latter into long-term water management policy is
assessed. The objective at this early stage of the study is to uncover the latent ability
of natural ecosystems to contribute to the basin resilience.

Climate change is expected to affect both regions to varying degrees. Economic
growth and populations pressures are also different, not to mention institutional in-

ertia, culture and local capacity. The common denominator remains the urgent need
for evidence-based climate-proofing policies to build resilience in both basins.



